By Tom Alien-—The Wgsliinglon Pos.

Slogans decorate building at 2542 I3th St. NW that was occupied yesterday by a group of Columbia Heights neighbors as a protest against realty specuiation.
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) Moss, who quit. his Job this summer
as chemist for the National Institutes
af Health o devete full time to the
Columbia Heighls organization, says
he believes yesterday’s lakeover is le-

" gal. “It's illegal {0 push people out
and not give them alternatives,” Moss
said. “Tt should be illegal for pwrofil o
be more important than people. Is it
that people can't live in them?”

The owners of 2542 13th 5t NW

don't take the same position. Edward

“ Sean O'Neill, a lawver who lives on
Reservoir Tipad NW. and David B.

Morgan, who renovates buildings and

lives on 17th St. XW, boucht the

kutlding  last  March for  830.000,

O’'Neill said that real estate brokers
have told them it now is worth be-
tween $80,000 and $90.000.

“We bought it as an investment,
(’Neill said. adding that they found
the cost of operating it as an apart-
ment bhuilding was more than the
rents produced. Consequently, they
sent notices to vacate to the tenants
last month.

The Columbia Heights Community
Ownership Project then stepped in
and offered en Aug. 28 to buy the
building from (O'Neill and Morgan {or

5300000, with a $10.000 down payvment.

{rNeill and Morgan declined the uf-
fer and said in a letler dated Sept. 1t
that 1heir presceal plans are not (o sell
the b Ietier wlea ninked

thine The

that they have no intention of allow-
ing Lhe orfanizatiun to take gver the
property as theyv had threatened and
would hold the Eroup responsible for
any damage to the three-story brick
building.

O'Neill and Morgan visited the
property yesterday afternoon while
the takeover was going on, observing
from across the sireet. They told re-
porters Lthey have no specific plans for
the building and have not decided
what they waat to do about the people
moving in. Morgan said later that
they might wail a week before doing
anything. )

Sgt. Robert Noyes of the 3rd Police
Distriet said the owners conferred
with police vesterday morning about
possible action against the squatters.
Noyes said that if anyone is arrested.
they probably will be charged with

unlawful entry., Noves said he also
had talked to the leaders of the Co
lumbia Heights £roup. They said they
are “willing to be arrested.” Noyes
added.

Morgan and O’Neill said they of-
fered moving assistance to tenants of
the building. Some rejecied their of-
fer, but two tenants were relocated to
other housing in the community, they
said. They also said that the tenants
are in violation of clty housing codes
because two apartments are over-
crowded,

D.C. City Councilman David Clarke
(D-Ward 1) told a rally that accom-
panied yesterday's takeover he would
work to see that legislation taxing
the profits of speculators would apply
to the buildiug, Clarke left the raily
early. however, and called a reporier
later to say that he had been invited
but did not realize it was an event
leadinyg up 10 g takeover of the prop-
erty. Clarke said his presence “didn’l
hecessarily mean that 1 ascribe to
the takeover.



