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. By Pat.icia Camp

with several 3rd Dislrict polic€ner
llohing on. iiath€rille Johnson.28. the
notler ot tqo childr€r. brokc a botth
ol mall liquor on au outside NaU or
lhc Colrmbia H€ights apa(nrelll
building nrc has been ashcd to \lratc.'rhat sig'ral led llre taheovaf of lhc
rrrcDeftj leslcrdat D! Iivc or bcr
Deiihbofr In . dramali( prot€st
atairsr, rhal thcy crll rc.l cstat.

Two rvomen .trd three men moled
n'3ttr€ss.s, r table.. chai! and th€m-
lolves inlo the fiv6uuit apdmeDt
buildhs at :542 13fl! St. NW without
the pcfmisdon of th€ ownetl.

Their. tak€over war orgadzed by
rhe Colutrbia Ileights Comrnudty
Ovnershtp Proj€ct, r sef.descrttr.d
Deighborhood land tNst dedlcated to
halting !e{I $tate cp.culat on.

The organilation, *hich beli$€s in
collective ow[.ruhip ol propelty,
has purchaied thr€e buildtngr in
the comnunity through donetlobs.
according to 1ts pre3rd€Dt. Hrrold
Uos!. who was one of yest.rdry's

Yeltcrdet s l)e.ce(ul hheov.f sas
one of tte nrosl extrenre of various:c
liorN taten recenlly !y tenants jr lhc
Dish.ict ot columbia. .\ll ovcr thc
r i ty ,  teDanls efe o lgal l lz ing lo  s ta le
o(f ovictions and condomintum con
!ersion3. and in nany cas€s are ryinl
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